A double-blind clinical trial of prophylactic cloxacillin in open fractures.
In 100 patients with first-, second-, and third-degree open fractures, a randomized, double-blind study was carried out to compare prophylactic cloxacillin and placebo. Prophylaxis was started preoperatively and continued for 10 days. The standard fracture treatment consisted of operative stabilization, mostly by means of plates or external fixators. In the cloxacillin group two infections were observed as compared to 12 in the control group. This difference was significant.